Mr, Have,
UESDAY Evening loft, about Nine o’Clock,
his Kfajefty’s Ship t%u: Maidftone’s Boat was ta-
ken from one of the Wharves, by a Mob confiting
chiefly of Sallors, Boys and Negroes, to the Number of
ahove Plive Hundred, haul'd np through Queen-Strect
to the Comthon, at the upper End of the Town, where
they burnt her, in the Circle of the cxafperated Tu-
mdle, which I believe every fenfible Man in Town much
regrets, and am perfuaded was oat of the Power of the
Authority to present her'Fate, as it was but 2 few Mi-
nutes from the Time of their taking her to her being
in Flames,—The Caufe of this Milchicf was, the Offi-
cer} of the Maidftoné, a few Hours before, imprefling
all the Men out of a Bripantine from Africa, laft from !
Jamaica, dfter fome finall Refitance made by the Crew, !
and not a little Severity exercifed by the Oficers and
People of the Maidflone, whichytogether with the Be.
haviour of this Set of Myrmedons, for four or fiveWeeks
aft, who have vifited every Veflel entering the Har-
gour, our Wood Boats, and the very fmallelt Coaflers,
not excepted, to imprefs Men, and have generally talcen
all that did not belong to the Town of Newport, as
Capt. Antrobus had given his Word to the Sheriff, that
he-would take none of thofe ; yet the Confequence of
thefe arbitrary and illegal Meafurgs, efpecially in Time
of profound Peace, proves as fatal to the Inhabitants
of the Town: Wealready feel the Effelts; Seamen’s
Wages advanced nearly one Dollar and an half per
Month ; our Wood Wharvesalmolt clear of Wood, the
Coafters from the néighbouring Governments funning
our Port, to cfeape the hotteft Prefs cver known in this
Town ; and if a fpeedy Stop does not take Place, the
Tamentable Conditjon of the poorer Part of the Inhabit
tants, the approaching Winter; will be truly affecting,
as in May, June, July, and Augult, the Town is mofly
fupplied with Waod,
The Meafures taken by the Rabble is by no Means to
d, much lefs-approved of ; yetit is to be
hoped, the Authority, or the principal Part of the Gen-
tlemen in Town, will interpofe in its Relicf, before our
Diftrefes are more fenfibly felt, or its pak Remedy for
this Scafon, either by petfuafive Arguments with Capt.
Antrobus, todefift purfuing or allowing thefe unpopular
Methods of manning his Mujety’s Ship, by imprefiin
inthe very Bowels of the Town ; or, if this fhould fail,
an Exeutlon of every Power, which ought, and muft ne-




ceflily take Place} fof Self-prefervation, for Safety of
Life and Property. ’

Is it not amazing, that one of the leaft of his, Majcfty’s
Ships, jn perfe&t 'Iglgnqumly, fhould diftrefs ys in this
unheard of Manner ?—Thefe are ferioha Trutliw’,which
T énly hint at, in Hopes fome one of more Leifure, and
better Capacuty, will delineate in a proper Light.  Our
Seamen imprefled, and driven from our bervice 5 the
Coallers, who fupply the Inhabitants with Neceffaries
of Life, driven from our Harbour, the few who vifitus
often brought toounder the Maidtone’s Stern, and per«
haps detained fome Days, for haying only Two orThree
Hupdred Feet of Boards upon Deck, on their Wood,
brought not T'wenty Miles from our Harbour, their
Releafement obtained by arduous Solicitations, and
greatTmportanity with the Officer in Command onboard
the Maidftong, the principal often sblent.

I am credibly intormed by thofe Mafters of Veflels,
who went on board the Maidftone to pay Seamen their
Wages, that were imprefs'd, that they were treated with
all ymaginable Contempt and Difrefpeét, and ufed in
fucha Mannerasit would be no Credit to his Majefty’s
Officers to relate, , Others that went on board to carry
Seamen their Chefts and Bedding, had their Boat turn’d
adtift, and themfelves put under Confinement, and de-
tained all Night, and this previous to their Boat's being
burnt, br the lealt Difrefpect thewn them on Shoye 5 on
the contrary, I may aver, with ‘Truth, fuitable Regard
h1s been always paid his M,jefty’s Sea Officers by the
Geitlertien of theTown,——Our Fifh Market, aconfide-
rable Support of the Town, is greatly diftreffed, as few
of the Fifiermen dare venture out, it being reported
nhone fhall efcape the Imprefs, , "

I have not exagperated Matters, but ftudied more to
extentate our Mifery, and only thrown a few Hints to-
gether, as they ocearred, hoping the Subje¢t may em-
ploy an able Head, to fet the Matter of the Lofs of the
Maiditone’s Boat, with every Ciicumfance that fired
the Mob and Boat, in an impartial and true Light.

Iam, &e. * 0 G.




