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TR N ingenioua‘!yrilcr, fpeaking of the

Yo oliepn cvils incident to the different forms
P % # -4 of government, has the following
o A A & %

o %
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?j“}: ;2&** g tfays he) if there is lefs violence,
Poitne # there i8 more corruption 3 which
¢ in thefg jndeed is the bafis of all power, and pro-
¢ du@tive of thé moft milchievous effefts : Here all

# things are at the dilpofal of an ignorant and giddy
¢ multitude,alivays led to their own deftruétion by the

paffage relative.to that form termed
democratical.
“In democrdtical governments,

L ﬂimfyclo‘?uence,and prcm}dcdpatriotifmofknavcs,.
hufialti ;or ly of

¢ fools, an ] y
*¢ fome extraordinary genius, formed for popularity
¢ by a lucky compofition of all thefe excellent ingre-
¢ dients : All fubordination is fubverted ; and the
“ moft iafolent and vitious of the people muft be
*¢ careffed, bribed, and intoxicated, and by that means
¢ rendered ftil] more infolent and vitions ; and allwho
*t by thefe methods acquire their favour, muft be no
2¢ Jefs vitious than themfelves. If, in defpotic govern-
¢ ments, power cannot be attained but by fesvility
¢ and adplation ; in democratical, it can never beac-
¢ quired but by the more pernicious vicgs of tarbu-
¢ Jence and fadtion ; for which reafon, thefk are ever
“ furetnbe governed by the moft wicked, ambitious,
*¢ avaricious, and mifckievous of their members.”

Who is there, that cannot difcover, in theaforego-
ing pilture, fome featares frongly refembling the
prefent manners and government of this colony ? I
am no friend to a popular or republican government,
yet L am of opinion, that in the beginning or infancy
of a ftate,when its members arc few and virtuous, and
united together by fome peculiar ideas of freedom or
zeligion ; the whole puwer may be lodged with the
people, and the ‘govcrnmen: be purely democratical ;
or, which is the fame thing, there may be no gavern-
mentatall 3 becaufe, in fich a fate, the people have
yet soquired no pafion but the love of their infant
vountryj and fimplicity and integrity of heart and
manners ahfwer the defign of laws. But when fuch
< ftate has arrived to fome degree of power and popn-
lasity ; when fimplicity of heart, and mutual confi-
dence, is changed to licentioufnefs of and
univerfal diftruft : Tn fhort, when virtue, its oripinal
bafis, is undermined,then a fuperior force is neceffary,
and a coercive power fhould be increafed o regulate
swd.keep it within bounds.

Thecharter granted by King Charler the 2d to
this Cosuy, contains many privileges, which were
avell ed to ge the fettl 5 and pro-
mote’the, growth of an infarit country, and they
doubitlels gontributéd to it s But this chatter, at firit
o beneficial, is at prefent the fource of all our evils,
by glvin% too math to the people, and referving too
Tittle in the crawn,

How excellent foever this power of the people
wmay Teem 7 theory,it hath always proved mifchievous
in fa® A fmall krowledgz of hiftry will eon-
vince 53, that the people, in almoft every age and
ccuntry, have been incapable, colleXtively, of atting
with any dqirce of moderation or wifdom . It was
ever'impradticable to combine the wvarions paffions,
hamours, and interefls of a multitude, foas to produce
X y» order, and (ubordination i, a flate,  From
this incapacity and diforder of the peeple, particular
men, of artful and ambitious minds,have cver derived
th:iradvama%e 5 and by a difplay oftalents, fitted to
the caprice of the ignorant popatace, obtained, by
degrees, theauthority overthem, When one is thus
waifed, jealoufies and envyings follow him ; fome
other citizen,thinking him{elfequally entitled tocom-
wnand,begins an oppofition,and thus a party is formed,

The leaders of thefe oppofite parties having nmhinﬁ
in view, bat to keep or acquire to themfelves an
adherents all the profits and emoluments of the go-
yernment, it follows, that the intereft of each pasty
Mecomes its ruling paflion, to wlich every thing elfe
snuft fubmit ; and as the fuffrages of the people fottle
und determine every thing, thele ate to be fatned by
gratifying and humdurin};,nll thejr'demands and ex-
peflations, however (candalous o T2

Such has often beenthe cafe in other countries, and
were we to fearch for examples among outfelves, we
fhou'ld find fimilar caufes producing fimilar cffeQs.
Lo be particular, might feem invidions ; the writer
means no offznce to any one, yet he cannot think it
criminal to fpeak of chings as they are, efpecially in
& government where deczncy and cfeive have been
Long extinguified,

ot
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The baleful jnfluence of party extends t‘o‘eéery-

tranfalion, public or private : Quréouftd.of judica.
ture,which lgould be the facred founthins of law pnd
Juttice, are often but mere inftruments to execate thy
particular defigns of a party 3 and hence ftcomes to
pafs, that we-have neither ‘confidence in, nor refpedt
for, our judges : Law, infledd of being & permanent
and uniform rulerto foclety, is ever yague and tran-
fitory, and adjufled to the annual.complexion and
paflions of 2 pasty. May it not, with truth, be faid,
that the previous queftion to every pablic’ refolution;
how falutary foever, is, Whether the.inteeft of a
party will be ferved by it Ts it not true,'that par-
ticular private men, {uing for their jult rights, are
frequently facrificed by the defpotifm of aparty ; and
through every flage of their fult, meet with injurions
delays and impofitions, both ftom thofe who ought
to decree, and thofe who ought to execute ? In 2
word, are not all our concerns,civil and religious; ine
corporated with, or tainted Dy, this acchrfed thing ?

Ifweg confider the confequences of paity, asit ef-
felts the siches and profperity of the pullic, we fhall

D R L
for the Emmmem 3 that fhey «at length prew tired
of the qyarre! 5 and wei¢ now about: to* farejthe -

rize, and enflave the people” But what ipifeé my
indignation il higher, thefe are the men Who are
loudettin the faynd of liberty and charter privileges ;
and itis truly their intereft to be fo ; while it may ,
jufily be obferved, that evéry moderate man in the
colany, who is not cotrupted by party, and nelther
‘enjoys or ‘feeks after any fhare in the government,
fecs and Jaments the prcfcn:fn)ly and riot, and wilhes”
for a change,

But I fear this change cannot be cfic&ted by any

ength or wifdom among outfelves ¢ A changeof.
ralers hath been; in general, no bther than a change
of faflign. Nay, fhould there be found a few virtuous
men among us, their efforts for a reformation would
be vain: Oar diflemper isradical, and fo muft be the
remedy. It is faid, {if I may compare fmall things
with great) when Sylla way defirous of reforing Rome
to her liberty, this unbiappy city was incapable of
receiving it—he had 100t Eer virtue,

Our.fnlvztion then muft come from the ealt; anag:

find it fatal to the growth and impre: of the
colony, the bane of induftry, and the nurfepfidlenefs.
In the fpring of the year, cvery voter, feelf]ag in him-
{elf fome imp e, from the fatteries béfowed on
him by the tribuncs of the people, forfakis hic pro~
per calling, becomes a member of fome political club,
and waltes away the feafon,which fhould:beemployed
in tilliag and planting, at taverns and marg »t places.
Allowing but a thoufand men to lofe only thirty days
work ina year by this meane, which is gregtly below
the mark, the lofs of o much labour to the public
will be found confiderable.  But this is notthe worft,
a perpetual habit of idlenels, and a vain diffipated
manner of thinking and a&ting,is hereby contrafed
by peaple of all 1anks and degrees, which oftenends
in the ruin of themfelves and families,

It were needlefs to recount the evils that flow from
our party diffentions 5 to be a thorough party man,
as the phrafe is, comprizes all the merit neceffary to
obtain a place of profit and trujt in the yovernment,
This is an eftablithed maxim among us, and it bids
fair to root out and banifh every virtue and accom-
plithment of the Keart and mind’; for who will ftady
the improvement of thefe, in a country where he is
fure they will procure him neither profit or efteem,
To be confiderable in this kind of government, a
man muft be endowed with a large flock of falfhood
and infincerity ; he muft be practiced in every de-
ceitful {cheme, and lying artifice, for the fedpéiion of
the ftupid herd of voters 3 he muft learn to accom.
modate himfelfto the bumoursand prejudices of the
lowelt vulgar 5 and mult be villain cnough to em-
brace and flatter the man, who, in his heart, he hates
or defpifes, Nay, Ihave been told, thata popular tri-
bune, formerly pretty well hackneyed in thefc mat-
ters, did once fay, that he would fwear, pray, or Yio,
atany time,to paina vote,  Salluft, fpeaking of a cer-
tain period in the Roman commonwealth, fays, Nam
pro pudore, pro obflinentia, provirtute 3 andacia, largitio,
auvaritia wigebant : That s, Inflead of modefly,

p and virtue,~impudence, bribery, and
avarice carried all before them,

But the tale is not yet told ; if we trace the effeéts
of party further, or the manders of individuals, onr
concern and anxiety will increale, A fpirit of ran-
<our and bitternefs 'is in the heats of this unhappy
and miftaken penglc 3 the diabolical imprefion of
party is made on the minds of children, who, eatly in
life, imbibe the narrow and illiberal fentiments of
thofe with whom they ase nearly connelted ; they are
taught to think all of adifferent party from their
fathers or guardians, to be fools and knaves: Hence
difgufts, antipathies, and hatreds, faften upon their
tender minds, and fearcely ever wearont ; no friendly
offices,or focial intercourfe, is preferved betweenthem;
both ftrive to blacken and rain the charafters and
intereft of cach other, during thelr whele lives ; and
this temper being general,partly conftitutes the man-
ners of the people.

Arectheft things fo, my countrymen, and 2re ye not
efhamed ? Can you yet be fofond of what are called
charter privileges, winch ferve no_other purpofe but
to advance the pride and interefl of afesw men, whole
importance depends chiefly onzmur folly and wick-
cdnefs  Js nee every honeft freuman ameng you
highly feandalized at the infolence of thefe popular
tribuncs, when they, ona late occafion, valued fo
Little your boafied privileges, as to fet on foot a bar-
pain for the fetlement and divifion, of cvery place
of profit and truft in the government among’ them-
felves, I fhall always refpe@t a member of the houfe -
of deputies, who fail very well on that occafion,
¢ That two purties had for a long time cantended
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of pasl is the ohly cure: And can any man,
how tenacions fover of his liberty, fear fuch an event 2.,
Dare any on¢ hazard a fufpicion, that if the crown
fhould refume the charter, gany form of® government
would bt impofed upon us inconfiflent with that
fpirit of liberty, and mildnefs"of dominion, which
cﬂﬂiuguifhes the conftitution of our mother country ?
Do we fee any marks of tyranny or abitrary power in
the neighbouring gov more immediately
under the crown { Do we' not rather fee.them more *
eminent and refpectable than ourfelves, more happy,
more flourithing ?

To fay, that in a future reign, lefs gentls than the
prefent, our chartermight pote€t us from the defigns
of an arbitrary prince,will avail butlittle, ifitbe gon-
fidered, thatan arbitrary prince never wants a pretext

invadethorightsof his peoplé: Tothedefignsof fuc!
a one, no charter would be any obflacle at'all: His
fingle order, with a regiment of.drageons, would dif~
folve all the charters in his dominions, Againft fach
aprince, all defences are vain ; and the quict furren-
der we made of the very charter we now have,to King
TFames the 28, is a-fofficient proofof thefe affertions,

Upon the whale, I hope every honeft man in the
colony will ferioufly think of thefe things, and jojn
to facilitate and haften that geaeral seformation of
the colonies, which, we have reafon to think, is now
under the confideration of our rulers at home,




